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2 ek ; 27 senuary 1953 
THROUGH: Chior, UP Sranch Division, S¥ 


SETA GP Branch 
Meetings of OST Advisory Group on Unidentified Flying Objecis, 
Mpeh7 January 195 
1. At your request I represented PLE Division at the subject 
mee.invte I was present at mearly all meetinzs of the croup with 
the exception of the afvernoon of Friday, the 16th ond the session 
on Saturday, the 17th. Durine the latter two sessions the Advisory 
Group went into exeautive session fer the preparation of their 
report to An/SI. 
@e The following OSI vonsuliants formed the Advisory Group: 
O5X41A Chad rman 
25X1A Missed sorning session on 16th) 
present only on afternoon of 146th and A7th 
oe 4 yr an ATIC consuliant - he gat in all the 
sessions after the firet day, but did not siz the 
report to AD/SI as an official group uember) 
3e ‘he followine OSI staff members attended: 
Dre He He Chadwell (most of the f4rst day only) 
an (first day only) 
(althouzh now an OSI consultant, he 
CULCn a Gs i staff member for the conference 
and attenie asions includine the executive sossions) 
25X1A ~@apons Division 
25X1A P&é Division ; 
he she following persons were invited to present certain baoke 
ground information te the Advisory Groups 
Captain ivard duspelt, ATIC who prasented information 
on ihe work of Proj» Bluebook (and its predecessors 
"Grudge", "Gascer", and "Sien") and diseussed in detail 
ranmy of thelr specific inwesti:cavlonas 
ajor fourney, AFUIN (by now on dnactive status and with 
The Ethyl vorpe) who presented Mindinzs independent of 
ATIC, @presentativeas o: the Navy Photozraphic Labs who 
presented thelr analysis of films of a "Sightince" 
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Se ihe first business om the acenda was a welcons by and @ 
charpe (Atte $1) to the Group by Dr. Chadwell. This was followed 
by @ svatencnt o: the CIA interest by [CD bec been 25X1A 
renuested by IAS to lock into te "flying saucer problen" because 
of thea related national security problenss: (a) posalle . 
exploiiation to produce mans i -sterdLay (>) the confusions and dancers 
inet im observalions of “flyin: saucers" by the Ue. radar anc 
ouscver spiens, (¢) ihe danrerof "flying saucer reports" overloade 
ins the auercency communication facilities of the Department of 
“Ve lLensee 


Ge icuause of the quality of the consultants anu the excellence 
of their introduction to the subject by Ore Chadwell and Rees 25X1A 
the Aavisory irown never lest sivht of its coals inspite of the f 
tat the discussion took sany s..curcslon@e 


Te «he Advisory Group submitted ite report to ab/SI on 
17 Jeewary 1953. their princioal tinding wae that at the presen 
tine the unidentified flying oodects pose no threat to the security 
af the Unived Stetess ‘they reco ..ended the establishment of provras 
of education resarding the sightin:s particularly as concesns the 
Uecs Prada: and observer system, and for the general public as well. 


8. Host of the OSL files on this subject are bein: revained in 
the affice of the = Waaosons Uivigion has a considerable (lle 


25X1A wich accordin: to 


present threat to the United States gecuritye feels that 25X1A 
the uatertal in the Weapons Uivision file s 
one of the substantive Uivisions of OSI and has sugzested that PRE 
Division take vhem over and mainiain thee lof weapons = 25X1A 
aivigion currently has the material and estimates that several hours 
per waek will be ad to keep it currente He indicates that he 
25X1A is sucrestinn: to a Chief of seapons Uivision, that PLE — 
Givision eat tee Miles. I would like to suggest that the Acting hie, 
25X1A Pius hivistion discuss this with I personally don't see why 
Po) Jivieion has any greater intores matectal than Weapons 
LVL otte 


9 If GP Branch, Piul Sivimwion is civen the vasponsibility for 
the files nentioned in pa:acragh 3, above, one (1) additional cate 
wilh be requireds 


25X1A 


FUSO:se8 


ccs Orire & | = Dive Off, 
1 = DY 
= GPF 
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SECRET 


CHARGE TO 0/SI ADVISORY GROUP ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


1. To review available evidence on unidentified flying objects 
and. to consider possible dangers to national security related thereto. 


2. To advise concerning the amount and kind of data necessary 


for a scientific evaluation of these phenomena. 


, 


3. In particular to comment on: 

a. Validity of current CIA evaluation of related 
dangers . ) 

b. Methodology and scope of current and planned ATIC 
investigation. 

ce. Advisability of further meetings of this group or 
further review of the subject by a larger panel. 


SECRET 
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CHARGE TO 0/SI ADVISORY GROUP ON UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


1. To review available evidence on unidentified flying objects 
and to consider possible dangers to national security related thereto. 


2. To advise concerning the amount and kind of data necessary 


for a scientific evaluation of these phenomena. 


3- In particular to comment on: 

a. Validity of current CIA evaluation of related 
dangers. 

db. Methodology and scope of current and planned ATIC 
investigation. 

¢. Adviesability of further meetings of this group or 
further review of the subject by a larger panel. 


\ SECRET 
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REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL 
oy 
Released in MORI UNIDENTIFIED FLYING GBJECTS 
17 Jewary 1953 


li. The undersigned Panel of Scientific Consultants has met at 
the request of the Government to evaluate any possible threat to 
national security posed by Unidentified Flying Gjects ("Flying 
Saucers"), and to make reccemendation. The Panel has received 
the evidence as presented by cognisant Covernsental agencies, 
primarily the United States Air Force, and has reviewed a selection 
of the beat documented incidents. 

2. Asa result of its considerations, the Panel concludes: 

That the evidence presented on Unidentified Flying 

| Objects shows no indication that these phenomena constitute 

a direct. physical threat to national security. 
We firwly believe that there {s no residmm of cases which indicates 
phencesenm which are attributable te foreign artifacts ceyeble of 
hostile acts, end that there is no evidence that the phencsens 
indicate o need for the revision of current scientific concepta. 

3. In the light of this conclusion, the Panel recommends: 

That the national security agencies take immediate steps 

to strip the Unidentified Flying Objects of the special status 

they have been given and the aura of mystery they have 

unfortunately acquired. 
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We suggest thet this aim may be achieved by an integrated progran 
designed to reassure the public of the totel lack of evidence of 
inimical forces behind the phencsena. 
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: Memorandum for file OSI~W/A 21 January 1953 


Meeting of OSI Advisory Group on UFO 
January 14 thru 17, 1953 


At 0945 on January 14, 1953, an ad hoc panel of scientific consultants 
was convened to review the "Unidentified Flying Objects" problem. A detailed 
statement of the problem presented to the group by CIA is attached as Appendix 
A. The panel consisted of the following: 


25X1A 


Dr. J.A. Hynek, consultant to ATIC, 


The following members of the staff of OSI were present for various parts 
of the discussions. 


Dr. H.M. Chadwell 


29X1A 


To assist the scientific panel in its review and analysis of evidence, 
Capt. E. J. Rappelt of ATIC, Lt. Neasham and Mr. H. Woo of the Navy photo 
interpretation lab at Anacostiay and Major Fournet and Capt. Smith of Air 
Force Directorate of Intelligence were present. 


25X1A A final report on the results of the meeting is being prepared for the 
AD/SI a but it is believed that the following is a fair statement 
of the conclusions reached: 


1. No evidence is available to indicate any physical threat to the 
security of the United States. 


2. No evidence is available to indicate the existence or use of any 
as yet unknown (to us) fundamental scientific principles. 


3. The subject "UFO" is not of direct intelligence interest. It is of 
indirect intelligence interest only insofar as any knowledge about the 
inumerable unsolved mysteries of the universe are of intelligence interest. 


4. The subject "UFO" is of operational interest for three reasons: 

(a) Interference with air defense by intentional enemy jamming or 
by lack of ability on the part of operating personnel to d4s- 
criminate between radar anomalies and actual airborne weapons 

(b) Related to (a), interference with air defense by.roverloading 
communication lines from the air defense observation stations. 


(c) Possibility of a psychological offensive by the enemy timed 


with respect to an actual attac« could conceivably seriously 
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reduce the defense effort of the general public. 


It is noted that these general conclusions as stated here do not speci- 
fically answer the needs presented in Appendix A. However, it is antié¢ipated 
that comment on these points will be presented in a written statement from 
the scientific panel to AD/SI, 


DBS:gl (typed 12 February 1953) 
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL ON 
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 


V4 ~ 17 Janary 1953 


MEMBERS _ 
Dr. H. P, Robertson (Chairman) 


‘Dr. Inis W. Alvares 
Dr, Lisyd V. Berimer 


Dr. Samel Goudamit 


Dr. Thornton Page | 


ASSCCTATE MEMBERS 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek 


Mr. Frederick C. Durant 


INTERVIJWEES 
‘Brig. Gen, Willian M. Garland. 


Dr. H. Marshall Chadwell 


Mr, Ralph L, Clark 


ORGANTZ.ATION 


California Institute 
of Technology 


University of 
California 


Associated Univer= 
sities, Ine, 


Brookhaven National 
laboratories 


Office of Research 
Operations, Johns 
Hopkins University 


Ohio State Uni'iver= 
sity 


Arthur D, Little, 
Ine 


° 


Commanding General, 
ATIC 


Assistent iieecters 
O/SI, CIA 


Deputy Assistant 
Dixreator, O/SI, CIA 


SECRET 
Security Information 


TAB A 


FIELD OF COMPETENCY 
Physics, weapons 
systems ; 


Physics, radar 
Geophysics 


Atomic structure, 
statistical 
probilens 


Astronomy, Astro» 
physics 


Astronony 


Rockets, guided 
missiles 


Seientifie and 
technical tatelli- 
gence 


Seientifie and 
teehnical intelii-e 
gence , 


Sefentifie and 
technical intelli 
gence 
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Chief, Operations Selentifice and 


Staff, 0/SI, CIA technical intelli- 
gense 
Mr. Stephan T. Peasony Acting Chief, Speoiel Selentifie and 
Study Group, D/I technical Intelli~ 
US4F gence 


Capt. Edvard J. Ruppelt, USAP Chief, Aerial Phenememt Solentifie and 


gence 
Mr. J, Dewey Pournet, Jro The Ethyl Cerporation aes ees 
it. Ro S. Neasham, USN USH Photo Interpeetes Pho interpretation 
te 
tion Labowatery, or 
jae hn ; 
ie, Harry Wee. US8 Phote Int 
erpreta= Photo interpretation 
tion Labératery, 
Anacostia 
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| SECRET TAB B 
Security Information 
‘SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL’ ON 
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 
Released in MORI | VY @- 17 Jamary 1953 


EVIDENCE PRESENTED | | 


1. 
20 
3o 


he 
5o 


6. 
Te 
8. 


9s 


Seventy-five case histories of sightings 1951 ~ 1952 (selected by 
ATIC as those best documented) » 


ATIG Status and Progress Reports of Project GRDUGE and Project 
BIVE BOOK (code names for ATIC study ef subject). 


Frogress Reports of Projeot STORK (code name for Battelle Memorial 
Institute contract work supporting ATIC). 


Sumary Report ef Sightings at Holloman Air Force Base, Rew Maoci.co, 


Report of USAF Research Center, Cambridge, Mass., Investigation of: 
"Green Fireball" Phenomena (Project TWINKLE). 


Outline ef Investigation of U.F.0.%s Proposed by Kirtland Air Force 
Base (Project POUNCE). 


Motion Picture Films of sightings at Tremonton, Utah, 2 July 1952 
and Great Falls, Montana, August 1950. 


Summary Report of 89 selected cases of sightings of various 
categories (Formations, Blinking Lights, Hovering, ote.). 


Draft of mamals "How to Make a FLYOBRPI®, prepared at ATIC. 


Chart Showing Plot of Geographic Location of Unexplained Sightings 
in the United States during 1952. 


Chart Showing Balloon Launching Sites in the United States. 


Charts Showing Selected Actual Balloon Flight Paths and Relation 
to Reported Sightings. 


Charts Showing Frequency of Reports of Sightings, 1948 = 1952. 
Charte Showing Categories of Explanations of Sightings. 
Kodachrome Transparencies of Polyethylene Film Balloons in Bright 
Sunlight Showing High Reflectivity. 
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16, Motion picture of seagulls in bright sunlight showing high reflectivity. 
17.6 intelligense Reports Relating to U.S.S.R. Interest in U. S&S. Sightings. 


18. Samples of Offistal USAF Reporting Forme and ¢ ertinent 
ea of P 
. Air Force, Arny and Navy Ordere Relating to Subject. 


19, Sample Polyethylene "Pillow" Balloon (54 inches square). 


20. "Variations in Radar Coverage’, JANP 201 (Manual 41lustra umuual 
operating characteristics of Service radar), wae 


21. Miscellaneous official letters and 
: ey easiest: a. foreign intelligence reports 


22. Geples of popular published vorks dealing with 
1 subject (artic 
in periodicals, nevspaper clippings and books) . : oe 
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i. wreuent to the request of the Assiscent Director for Selentifie 


intelli conee, the undersigned Panel of Scientific Consultants has met to 


evaluate any Ressiuie threat to nationay security posed by Unidentified : 
Wayiag Objecte ("Flying Saucers"), and to meke recommendations thereon. E 


The Panel bes received the evidexrse aa presented. by cognizent intelli. 
Genee agencies, priuerily the Alr Teehnical Intelligence Center, and has 
TSTLeVeS 8 selevtion of the best éoeurented ineidente. 
2. AS & resnlt of ite considerations, the Panel concludes ¢ 
a ‘Tha. the evidence presented. on Unidentified Flying 
Gh jects shows no indicatios that these phenomens canetitute 
2 €lrect physival threat to national seeurity. 
We firmly believe that there is aG residuum of cases which indicates 
phenomena which are gttributeble to foreign extifacts capeble of hostile 
nets, ond that there is no evidence that the phenomena indicate a need 
fey the veyvigion of current se Langit te eoncepts . 
3. The Panel further concludes: 
a. That the coxtiaved enphasis oa the reporting of 
these phenomeza dose, in these parlous times, result in e 
threat to the orderly functioaing of the protective organs 
ef the body poliiie. 
We eite as examples the clogging of channels of communication by irrelevant 
reports, the danger of being led by ecntinued false alerms to ignore real 


ECRE®T 
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indicationg of hostile action, and the cultivation of a morbid national 
psychology in which skillful hostile propaganda could induce hysterical 
behavior and harmful distrust of duly constituted authority. 

4. In order most effectively to strengthen the national facilities 
for the timely recognition and the appropriate handling of true dadications 
of hostile action, and to minimize the concomitant dangers alluded to 
above, the Panel recommends: 

Released in @, That the nationel security agencies teke immediate steps 
MORI to strip the Unidentified Flying Objects of the special status ahey 
have been given end the aura of mystery they have unfortunately 
aaqutenn: 3 
o- that the national security agencies institute policies 
on intelligence, training, and public education designed to prepare 
the material defenses and the morale of the country to recognize 
most promptly and te react most effectively to true indications | 
of hostile intent or action. 
We suggest that these aims may be achieved by an integrated program 
designed to reassure the public of the total leck of evidence of inimical 
forces behind the phenomena, to train peracnnel to recognize and reject 
false indications quickly end effectively, and to strengthen remuiee 
channels for the evaluation of and prompt reaction to true indicationg 
of hostile measures. 
Lloyd V. Berkner 


Associated Universities, inc. 
{s s/ H. P. Robertson » Chairman 


California Institute of Technology S. A. Goudsmit 


feoctienven Rational Leboratories 
/s/ Luis W. Alvarez 


aa of California fs / Thornton Page 
Johns Hopkins University 7 
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SUMMARY OF RTPoNT or 
RITE aK TSRT Pars, cm 
UNTDMITIPIED FLSTSG angers 


1, The Advisory ‘anel concluded: 


in current setentific research, 


te That dangers related to these aight! e do 
/@tanpler in clogging of ndlitery chennai pr gobi dicbalt 
cation hy irrelevant #, im diffionlty in dine D 
tinguiohing rhenomena fren pesmi ble 2 
amd in the rogeible munceptibi lity of the publde to 
masse hywteria by okfliful hertile propagenia, 


“ith reapest to (b) above, the Fanel beldeved firm! 
that. continmned off, Ma 
pena aang nenasis on reporting of there phencnens 


@. The Advisory Fane) recemented that eenroowr 
tie tne ee we ert mten 3b Snes ete 
Ey ip pe ee . fh; 
trainin, and yablic eduention pater ia policies of intellicenve, 


ee To reassure the rublie af total lack of evideres of 
any direct danrer from the objects aichted, 


b To train appreprinte nae he : 
minidentifioations, tt 02 *hst they will evotd 


C. To strencthen regular channels for the tie 
and promt renetion to real clon 5 Senay oe SE 


a eee, 
cP GRET 
Securit Infor mati i 
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te the rerort are 0 300 ly gabjeet. Attached 
are i and 
pecihaar ihe tet porsemmel rarticipating a fermey 


2» TM is prepesed te Pirectur, Federal Civil Debeoes sania 
trations and the Chairzen, Kat ‘Acad none Hesorrees Board far 
their information and suk eption a8 they way feal necessary. 


sone a of the Lan ighacan have moved CIA to 
conc ne Rational Seenrt ommoil Intellfgense Direct 
om this subjeet ie werrested, si = es 


4. Please inform the undersigned by | . if you 


@s not concur in the action and eencslurions contained im pere~ 
graphs 2 and 3, ebeve. 


25X1A 
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Approved For Releasé S26 Ut IMbAS/ °C RBPe1Ro0s60R000100030028. 9 


, oS 
Approved F @.. 00:40 A- Nai scared -9 
Ad ti} thos Weg ORE IL, ci 


POSSIBLE EXPLANATIONS ye 
WFeic. (Psychological) 
B. iar aaa of conventional objects: | | 


A. Hysteria, ‘hallucinations, hoax 


ak Aircratt, missiles, searchlight eects, ate, (man-made, 
controlled) ape 
x.2. Balloons, kites, ete. seteae stnepatoited 
‘.3. Birds, bugs, etc. (animal) 
> 4, Dust, seeds (e.g. dandelion), paper, etc. (foreign matter) 
C. Natural Phenomena: 
“+L Light aterrations, reflections, refractions, ete, 
x, 2, Anomalous radar propagation. 
a. $3, Ionization, static electricity, ball lighting, ete. 
; Sy 4, Planets, meteors and other astronomical bodies, 
5. Others. | 


| DD. Unconventional man-made devices: 


Na | 1, US 
“4 2 USSR and other foreign 
Ez Extraterrestrial origin 

1. Animal 


2, Machine. | wwe 
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"FORMATIONS | 


(2 4n vear darted (All objects bad a 
around in circular Gwerving notion 
© gig-nag manner) | from side to aide) 


(Presumed) 


(my) 4 
dy 
2 in general trail 4 abjocts a & 
formabion (irailing| (exact formation 
object varied ' net specified) 
position} ("perfect forne- 
tion") 


oo rennet 


(24) 


(Presuned) 


